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OF THE 


High Court of PARLIAMENT 


Drapers, Mereers, Haberdaſhers , Grocers , Hdofiers, and other Trading Houſe-keepers of this 
11 - | __ Nation, of the great Decay of their T rades. | 
T hat there are a ſort of People called by the Name of Pedlars, Hawkers, and Petty-Chapmen, who, 


Contrary ro Law, do Carry about, Diſpoſe and Sell in all the Cities, Towns, Villages, and Hamlets of this Kingdome, 
very great Quantities of ſeveral lorts of Goods and Commodities belonging to the {aid Trades, to the Ruine and De- 


ſtruction of the ſaid Tradeſmen, and to the great Inconvenience and Danger of the Whole Nation in General, in theſe 
Particulars following z 77z. | e 


HAT the faid Hawhers and Peadlays are Computed, and Boaſt themſelves to be neer 18000 Perſons, who 
are moſt of them Single, Luſty, and Able of Body either to Serve His Majeſty, or to get their Livings by 
Lawful Wayes , and do notwithſtanding Trade in all places, and go about to all Noblemen's, and Gen-- 
tlemen's Houſes to Vend thgw Commodities, to the Deſtruction of the Shop-keepers in the Adjoyning 
Towns ; who are made hereby incapable to diſcharge their Debts and Obligations to the Merchants and. 
others that Truſt them. | | | 
Trar in Vain it will be for Gentlemen, or others, to breed up any of their Sons to Trades ., O1VINT 
Great Sums of Money, and Long Service, if every Vagrant and Pedlar ſhall have this Permiſſion. . 5 
Trar 'tis impoſſible for Perſons ſo Chargeably Educated , Liable to all Taxes, Paying great Rents , 
having Families and Children, to ſupport a Livelyhood, if Theſe be permitted their Imploy. 
Taar Moſt of them pay neither Scot aor Lot, Taxes, Rent, or any other Charge , So that cf an 
Vo IO VE IK WE AY unavoidable Neceſſity , they muſt be Deſtructive to thoſe that lie under thoſe Performances, | 
| VYV. >= = Trar they Muluply daily, and have within few Years Trebled their Number , Arriving to that un- 
" ſufferable Practice, as to take Servants, Contract for' Years, ſome Retaining three or tour a piece, which muſt of Neceſlity be as a Can- 
ker to Eat out the Life of Trade, | CE | 
VI. Trar 'tis the Earneſt Deſire of the Tradeſmen of this Nation , the Legal putting down theſe Men, as Groaning under the Bur- 
them, There being many Families Ruined, their Wives and Children Begging in a Deplorable Condition, having had their - 
ont. of their Mouths, + —- | nr oe | 
2 ar ſuppoſing but 15000, a Number far leſs than they boaſt themſelves to be, and every one Selling but a roo pound 
'xworth of Goods in the Year, a Sum much too moderate, will amount in the whole to 1500000 4; the Moderate Profit of which, will 
Maintain 3750 Families, allowing 40. per Annum to the Maintenance of every Family. : | 
VIE. Tmar the greatelt part of theſe People are no Real Natives, but moſt of another Nation ; whoſe great Encouragements are 
ſuch , that they daily Flock from their own Country into Ours, only to follow this Trade. | 

IX. Trnar this growing Enormity was in its bud ſeen , ſo that in the Reigns of Queen Marr, Queen F//24herh, ard Eing Fames, were 
three Acts made for the {uppreſſing them ; and by Law look'd on as Vagrants ; but ſince our unhappy Domelſtick War , they have arrived 
to this prodigious Number. © | : 7 | 

X. Twar *cis really deſtruttive to the Intereſt and Government cf this Land, as'well as Trade, to ſuffer ſuch a number, who under all diſgui- 
ſes may take this Imploy, as knowing every place, ſtrengrh, and ways thereof ; {oas ſeveral Inconveniences may accrew to the diſturbance. of this 
Nation; ſome ofthem wearing Swords already in defiance of Authority, as allothe increaſe of Robbers, breaking open of Houles , or any other 
milchief what(oever. | | T. 

XI. Trar in ſome by-Ports of this Nation, ſeveral Perſons areinduced to bring in many” prohibited Commodities, to the ruining of many 
Handicrafts-men, as having an opportunity of ſelling them by theſe Men , as allo in theſe places ſtealing His Myjeſties Cuſtoms, by which clan- 
deſtine ways they many times have great advantage above the Shop-keepers, who are regulated by His Majelttes Laws. 

XII. Trar it is very Infamous, as well as Detrimenial, to have the Trade of ſo Eminent a Nation as ours, carried and bandied at the Backs 
of alooſe and vagrant fort of People, moſt of them without Houſe or being, and begging, ifnot ſtealing, in moſt places where they come. 

XIII. Trar under pretence of ſelling Scorch-clorh , a Linnen ſo inconſiderable , that 'tis rationally ſuppoled not 20000 /, worth is made in the 
Year, there is near two Millions of other Forein Goods fold , fo that by the fanie Argument, might Darch, Germans, and Frexch, diipole of their 
Commodities in the ſame manner , to the utter deſtruction of all Trading Natives whatloever. | 

XIV. Taar no true Conveniencies can be propoſed for the tolerating theſe Men, either to State or Trade ; the one receiving daily a great de- 
triment, by the irregular Addition of ſo great a Number, the other no convenience at all, but the contrary :. their wandring lives fixing them 
in no payments , which very conſideration doth daily make them increaſe and will in time bring the moſt conſiderable part of the Taxes on the 
Gentry. There being in moſt Corporations, Tradeſmen breaking, Rents falling , ſo that 'ris very difficult for Gentlemen or others, to place their 
Sons to any Trade or imploy, that 15 not Invaded by them. : | | 
XV. Tawar whereas 'tis ſuppoſed they ſell cheaper than "Tradeſmen, *ris at beſt but a vulgarerrour , unleſs ſome things that ſinifterly comes to 

their hands, by way of defrauding His Majeſties Cuſtomes , otherwiſe taking all opportunities by falſe Meaſures, as a Yard when it ſhould bean Ell , 
by altering & falſe naming their Commodities, do to the utmoſt of their powers fraudulently deceive His Majefties honeſt, 8 well-meaning Subjects. 

XVI. Trar as by a very moderate Computation 3740 Families are every year disfurniſhed of a maintenance, they all paying Scot and Lot, what 
ſad Inconveniency will accrew in ſome farther Race of Time, there being already a want of People in moſt Towns and Villages of this Kingdom. 

XVII Taar 'tis to be highly feared, ſuch a number of young, luſty, vagrant People, increaſing as they do, knowing once their ſtrength, 
who can mect in any part of this Nation, in three Weeks time, ( may at laft grow like the Bandities of 2ta/y,) Out-laws, bidding defiance to 
Law and Government : ( it being againſt all Safety and Rules of Policy ) to indulge thoſe who are no way beneficial to King nor Country, 

XVIII. Trar this Nation doth abound with a Multitude of Poor,who by Pariſh Duties are maintained; ſo that 'tis conceived,no leſs than ro00000 
Perſons are thereby kept, 2 burden no way c:zntributed toc, by Pedlars, Hawkers, Wanderers, 8c. But wholly lyes on the Gentry, Tradlemen, 
and Corporations ; ſo that without ſome redrels, they will not be able any longer to ſupport the Poors neceſſities ; which will be tothe ruioe, 


and periſhing, ofmany thouſand Souls, who are now relieved by them. 


2 LO N,DO N, Printed in the Year, 1675. 
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